
Jenson
Nicolas Jenson (1420–1480)
French engraver, printing pioneer and type designer
Credited with creating the first “roman” typefaces. 
In 1470 he opened a printing shop in Venice.

It is said that he was  
an apprentice to Gutenberg  
but there is no verifiable evidence  
to support this. 

The design of Jenson’s typefaces marked the beginning of a 100-year  
shift away from the gothic blackletter typefaces to a more humanistic,  
or roman, style which would be used throughout Europe.

“roman” style
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An example of Jenson’s printed text



Garamond
The word Garamond can be used both as a noun or as 
an adjective. Garmond (noun) is the name of a typeface 
designed by Claude Garamond in the mid-1500s. 
Garamond (adjective) is the name given to a group of  
old-style serif typefaces named after the punch-cutter 
Claude Garamond (c.1480–1561)

Claude Garamond was 
a French publisher from 
Paris. He was one of the 
leading type designers of 
his time, and is credited 
with the introduction of 
the apostrophe, the accent 
and the cedilla to the 
French language. 



I Love Typography

I Love Typography

Adobe Garamond by Robert Slimbach

Sabon by Jan Tschichold

Granjon by George W. Jones



Garamond’s letterforms convey a sense of fluidity and 
consistency. Some unique characteristics in his letters are:  

The small bowl of the a  

The small eye of the e  

Long extenders and top serifs have a downward slope.

a
e

M

a
e
M

Adobe Garamond Bodoni Book

bowl

eye

downward 
slope



Garamond is considered to be among  
the most legible and readable serif typefaces  

for use in print applications. 
It has also been noted to be one of the most eco-friendly 

major fonts when it comes to ink usage.



1541

Fontainbleau

Claude Garamond

Claude Garamond was commissioned to create a Greek typeface for the French King Francis I to be used in a series of 
books by Robert Estienne. Garamond based his type on the handwriting of Angelo Vergecio, the King’s Librarian at 
Fontainbleau as well as that of his ten-year-old pupil, Henri Estienne. According to Arthur Tilley, the resulting books are, 
“among the most finished specimens of typography that exist.” Shortly thereafter Garamond created the Roman types for 
which he would be remembered and his influence rapidly spread throughout and beyond France during the 1540s.



1561
RIP Claude Garamond

Christophe Plantin

Claude Garamond dies this year. His punches and matrices were sold to Christophe Plantin, in Antwerp,  
which enabled the Garamond fonts to be used on many printers throughout Europe.



Antwerp, Belgium





Museum Plantin-Moretus
Antwerp, Belgium

*The only complete set of the original Garamond punches and matrices  

is at the Plantin-Moretus Museum in Antwerp, Belgium.



1621
Jean Jannon

French printer Jean Jannon  
(1580–1635) created a type specimen 
with very similar attributes to 
Garamond’s typefaces. Jannon’s 
letterforms were more asymmetrical  
and had a slightly different slope  
and axis.



1825

National Printing Office of France

Jannon’s typefaces were discovered at the National Printing Office of France.  
However, they were wrongly attributed to Claude Garamond! 



1900

Paris World’s Fair

A revival of the Garamond type based on the work of Jean Jannon was introduced  
at the Paris World’s Fair as the, “Original Garamond.” 



1919

Thomas Maitland Cleland

Garamond 3

Morris Fuller Benton

abcd 
efghijk 
lmno 
pqrstu 
vwxyz

Thomas Maitland Cleland and Morris Fuller Benton 
produced the first 20th-century commercial Garamond, 
based on Jannon’s design, called Garamond #3.



1927

“We may hope now to become familiar,  
in various forms, with a revival of one  
of the finest old-styles ever cut:  
that of Claude Garamond”
—Beatrice Warde

Jannon’s “Garamond” typefaces were 
correctly credited to him on the basis of 
scholarly research by Beatrice Warde.* 
Warde revealed that many of the revivals 

said to be based on Claude Garamond’s 

designs were originally designed by 

Jean Jannon, despite this, the name, 
“Garamond,” stuck.

*As a young woman Beatrice Warde 

spent time investigating the origins of the 

Garamond design of type. Realizing they 

had been wrongly attributed to Jean Jannon 

she published her results in the typography 

journal, The Fleuron, under the pen-name 

Paul Beaujon. When asked, Beatrice Warde 

described ‘Paul Beaujon’ as ‘a man of  

long grey beard, four grandchildren, a great 

interest in antique furniture and a rather 

vague address in Montparnasse.’

After publishing her discovery of 

Garamond’s origin, “Paul Beaujon” was, 

in 1927, offered the part-time post of 

editor of the Monotype Recorder, and 

Warde accepted—to the astonishment of 

Lanston Monotype Corporation executives 

in London, who were expecting a man. 

She was promoted to publicity manager in 

about 1929, a post she retained until her 

retirement in 1960 on her 60th birthday.







Beatrice Warde/Paul Beaujon



1977
Tony Stan designs a version of Garamond called: 

 ITC Garamond
Further altering the integrity of the original Garamond typeface designs a version called ITC Garamond,  

designed by Tony Stan was released. This version took liberties with the original design  
increasing the x-height and creating a wide range of weights from light to ultra bold  

and a condensed width also in weights from light to ultra bold. 





Based on designs  
by Claude Garamond:  
Stempel Garamond 
Adobe Garamond 
Sabon 
Garamond Premier 
Garamond Antiqua

Based on designs  
by Jean Jannon:  
Monotype Garamond 
Simoncini Garamond 
Linotype Granjon 
Garamond #3  
LTC Garamont 
Storm Jannon Antiqua 
Garamond Glassico

Zero integrity new designs:  
ITC Garamond 
Apple Garamond

Typefaces to use.
Typefaces to stay away from.

(just saying)



Garamond Premier ProAdobe Garamond Pro Garamond 3 Garamond



Garamond in  
the world today

Text font for large Dr. Seuss books

A form of Garamond was used for this logo



Text font for all Harry Potter books is  
12 point Adobe Garamond except for this one 

which was set in 11.5 Adobe Garamond because 
the text was longer than the other books. 



Text font for the Hunger Games trilogy is 
Adobe Garamond Pro



Garamond is the name of a character in the  
Wii game Super Paper Mario
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